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Man must bury
mummiﬁed baby

A judge in Concord, NH has ordered Charles Peavy to lay a mummiﬁed baby to rest. The baby is a family
heirloom and has been passed down
through several generations. The only
way to prevent the burial is to provide
DNA proof that the baby is related to
the family. Unfortunately, he can’t afford a DNA test. Peavey believes the
stillborn child belonged to a greatgreat uncle. Tests performed by the
state concluded that the baby died of
natural causes shortly after birth and
said that the remains were over a decade old. Peavey does not intend to
appeal the decision.

Isaac Sachs / Rose Thorn

Performing for the ﬁrst time at Rose-Hulman, Diavolo entertained and educated during a two-day residency. The residency culminated in a sold-out performance Tuesday evening. For more, see the review in Entertainment (page 4).
Scott Gallmeier
Guest Writer

I

n the past week, RoseHulman’s staff and students have found much
enjoyment with the arrival of
the Los Angeles based, oneof-a-kind acrobatics troupe,
Diavolo. Diavolo’s arrival on
campus marked the beginning of the 2007-2008 Performing Arts Series. Not only
this, but Diavolo happened
to be one of the largest events
in recent history for RoseHulman, bringing in not
only hundreds of students
but many residents of the
Wabash Valley to see a worldrenowned performance such
as that of Diavolo.
On Monday Diavolo’s residency began with the construction of their stage and
set structures. During this
process, Hatﬁeld Hall was
opened to students who
were allowed to attend and
witness the construction of
these pieces for their set.
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its interesting combination
of acrobatics, interpretive
dance, and ballet. Under the
direction of Jacques Hiem,
these elements are brought
together into a team of
dancers who are “acting out
abstract art” as the director
put it.

Rose students shoot off
some steam
Christina Davis / Rose Thorn

Rose students enjoy a reprieve from classes during
Gun Club’s free Open Shoot.
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Justin Fuller / Rose Thorn

Giving it a squeeze: Stephen Owens donates
blood to the Indiana Blood Center during
this fall’s annual Blood Drive.

In this issue of the Rose Thorn...
Diavolo and “The Best
American Essays”

Grad School Fair and Terre Haute
Air Fair

NEWS - PAGE 3

Kacie Dowers, a freshman
biomedical engineer, commented on how interesting
it was to be involved with
such unique sets, as there exists only one of each for the
troupe to use.
Monday evening’s open rehearsal allowed students to
get an idea of what the performers had to go through in
order to perform a strenuous
show such as Diavolo.
Diavolo provided a matinee during Tuesday afternoon of that night’s main
performance for students.
The matinee exhibited two
of Diavolo’s acts that would
be performed that night,
“Foreign Bodies” and “Trajectoire.”
Los Angeles-based Diavolo
has been in existence since
1992 and has been on tour
for eight years, traveling all
of the U.S. along with many
international locations in
Europe. The attraction of
Diavolo lies in its uniqueness. Diavolo is known for
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On Tuesday, a rocket was launched
from Vandenberg Air Force Base in
California carrying a next-generation
satellite that will be used to photograph the planet’s surface.
The satellite has the ability to zoom
in on objects as small as 18 inches
wide. The owners of the satellite, DigitalGlobe, supply many of the images
for Google Earth.
The satellite has the ability to photograph up to 290,000 square miles per
day, which is an area about the size
of Texas. It is expected to operate for
the next 7 years. A similar advanced
remote sensing satellite will be ready
for launch by the end of 2008.

at Rose-Hulman
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New satellite for
photographing
Earth launched

World-class dance troupe makes debut

B lo o d D
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A meteorite crashed in Peru this past
weekend, and now over 200 people are
claiming to have gotten sick from the
fumes that it gave off when it landed.
The crater left behind was approximately 65 feet wide and 15 feet deep.
According to a scientist with Peru’s
Geological Mining and Metallurgical
Institute, the water found in the crater
boiled for as long as 10 minutes and
might have given off a noxious vapor.
Some of the symptoms included
nausea, respiratory problems, and
headaches. A team of doctors disagrees with the thought that the meteorite sickened the people based on
their analysis of the crash site. Another
possibility, according to meteor expert
Ursula Marvin, is that the dust raised
by the meteorite may be to blame.

Diavolo

GUN CLUB’S OPEN SHOOT

Peruvian meteorite
causes sickness?

ENTERTAINMENT - PAGE 4
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Environmentalism, sports,
and shoplifting

ENTERTAINMENT
LIVING - PAGE 5

OPINIONS - PAGE 6

Men and women’s soccer teams are on ﬁre!

“BBEEEYYYAAAHHHHHHHHH!!!”
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By Kyle Kamischke

FLIPSIDE

News Briefs

TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA
V OLUME 43, I SSUE 3
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The Rose Thorn

2007 Homecoming Queen candidates
Karen Kirchman

Ashley Erffmeyer

I am a senior chemistry major from Columbus, Indiana. I am
currently involved in a variety of clubs and organizations. Most
prominently, I am Master Alchemist (President) of AXΣ and an
RA on Apartments East 2. I am also the On-Campus Chair for
RHA and coordinate many events for residents. I have been
fortunate to be involved with environmental science this past
year and a half. After graduation, I plan to go to grad school
to study environmental science or student affairs and higher
education. In my free time, I enjoy the arts, especially theater,
and watching movies with friends.

I am a senior mechanical engineer with a History minor from
Lemont, Illinois. Here at Rose, I am involved in many activities. I am the Publicity chair for SAA and I am in charge of
Challenge X’s Outreach. I have also been an RA for 2 years,
currently in Mees. When I have free time, I love to watch movies and TV, read, and spend time with my Mees girls. After
graduation, I plan on attending grad school at Rose.

Kristen Parrish

Luisa Fairfax

I’m a senior electical engineer from Charleston, West Virginia.
I am currently involved with RHA as Publicity Chair and SAB
as the concerts chair; I also serve as the Corresponding Secretary for Tau Beta Pi. My favorite co-curricular activity at Rose
was serving as an SA in Mees. When I’m not busy with school
work or activities, I enjoy yoga and IMs. I also play guitar – I’ve
been playing for three years now and have recently started performing at Open Mic Nites and performing arts events here at
Rose.

I’m a senior mechanical engineer from Northern Virginia. I
am also president of Tau Beta Pi Engineering Honors Society
and secretary of ASME along with being active in InterVarsity
Christian Fellowship. I run cross country and track, am in Chi
Omega sorority and am the Pike dream girl. After graduation
this spring, I aim to study aerospace and aeronautical engineering in graduate school.

Katie Snider

Tess Fuller

I am a senior mechanical engineer from Lansing, Illinois. I have
been involved in many clubs and organizations during my time
at Rose. Currently, I am involved in the Spanish club and dance
team. I am also a driver for the Efﬁcient Vehicles team and have
taken on various responsibilities including my current position
as VP of Finances for Tri-Delta sorority. In my down time, I enjoy hanging out with friends, reading, sleeping, and having a
good time.

I am a junior chemical engineer from Kansas City, Missouri. I
am publicity chair for AXΣ and am a member of SWE, Tau Beta
Pi, RHA, and am a RA on Percopo 3. I enjoy spending time
with friends, listening to music, going on road trips (traveling
in general), and being crafty. One day, I would like to own my
own castle in Scotland.

Anne Hawkins

Tina Trivett

I’m from Cincinnati, Ohio and before coming to Rose, I spent
three years working in an ice cream parlor. Now I’m an mechanical engineer with the hope of getting an MBA after
graduation and starting my own business. I constantly push
myself to do my best and take pride in all that I’ve accomplished. Outside of class, I work as a supervisor and tutor for
the Learning Center. I’m also the web director for Team Rose
Motorsports and treasurer for the ASM Materials Advantage
Club. In the little free time remaining, I enjoy being distracted
by shiny objects.

I am a junior mechanical engineer originally from Plainﬁeld, IN.
In high school, I was involved in various organizations including NHS, SADD, the Engineering Team, and was a high school
senior intern for Rolls-Royce. I was also captain for the cheerleading squad and dance team. I am now a proud member of
the Chi Omega Fraternity, a member of SWE, and a co-captain
for the cheerleading squad. Also, I am proud to say I am a RollsRoyce Co-op.
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House for rent

Room for rent

House for rent

Gibson Apartments

3 bd., spacious, quiet for study,
EXTRA NICE! Call 232-6977
after 11 am. Please leave ph #.

Room for rent in a three bedroom house.
$250 per month. Utilities paid. Ten minutes
from campus. Non-tobacco user. No pets.
(812) 201-4676.

One bedroom house for rent. Five minutes
from Rose-Hulman. Clean quiet neighborhood. $395 plus electric. Call 249-7295.

1 - 2 -3 -4 bedroom apts. $390 and up
some include all utilities but lights.
NO pets. Gibson Apts 234-4884.
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Graduate School Fair opens doors

Tim Olmsted

Guest Writer

T

his past Wednesday, twenty-three colleges and universities recruited and
informed students about the opportunities their schools offered.
These schools offered more programs than the breadth of majors
offered at Rose-Hulman including, law school, management,
and medicine.
Each of the schools were impressed with the caliber and
quality of the student body at
Rose-Hulman.
Recruiting for
the University of Texas at Arlington was Rose-Hulman alumnus
Joseph Moder, who is currently
studying for his master’s degree in

microrobotics. “The work is different in graduate school…it depends on your degree.”
Dan Moore, Associate Dean
of the Faculty, was presenting
Rose-Hulman’s graduate studies programs. The graduate programs offered by Rose-Hulman
are biomedical, chemical, civil,
electrical and computer, environmental, mechanical, and optical
engineering as well as engineering management. Rose-Hulman
also offers Graduate Assistantships, where graduate students
are assigned to jobs as needed, as
well as Research Assistantships,
where graduate students work for
a faculty member who received
funding.
The students seemed to be fo-

cused on getting information
about schools as opposed to selling themselves. “I am a senior, I am
looking at grad schools” seemed to
be a recurring theme among those
present. Matthew DeVries explained his strategy as, “It is easier
to keep all my options open then
to close one too soon.”
For those considering graduate
school, the representative from
Michigan Technological University
offered the following advice: Get
to know you professors in order to
get good recommendations. You
need to take the GRE general test
as well as the subject test in the
area that you are considering study
in. Most schools have their deadlines for fall admission around the
beginning of December.
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Extra Large
One-Topping

999

Campus Only

Terre Haute

1234 WABASH AVE.
Store Hours...
Mon-Wed: 9am - 1am
Thurs-Sat: 9am - 2am
Sunday: 12pm - 12am
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Pictures by Ryan Schultz
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Diavolo rocks the Hatfield Stage

Decider

Ryan Schultz
News Editor
Stage acts come in one of two
varieties: those that are describable, and those that are not.
Diavolo, Jacques Heim’s artistic
masterpiece of a dance troupe,
falls into the later category. It is
a small-stage event of epic ambition and near-ﬂawless execution.
Its dancers form the words to the
poetry of movement, direction,
emotion, and light. The themes,
though sometimes obscured by
the sheer scale of the momentum
on stage, are present and generally obvious; yet still deliver a
unique message to each individual observer. Diavolo’s time here
provided Rose-Hulman a cultural
event the caliber of which this
campus has not seen for quite
some time…if ever.
To be honest, I went into Diavolo expecting nothing more
than a small-scale version of
Cirque du Soleil. And, while the
inﬂuence of that style could be
felt in Heim’s choreography (he
did direct Cirque’s “Ka” after all),
it served as an undercurrent—a
ﬂavor if you will—to Diavolo’s
unique style. Needless to say, I
was pleasantly surprised.
The show opened with Diavolo’s most-recent addition to their
repertoire, “Foreign Bodies,” a
dance piece that is to conventional dance what a tone poem
is to music; rather than a coherent melody or style, “Foreign
Bodies” was chaotic, an expression of the day-to-day struggle
of human beings to escape their
environment, only to realize that
their environment is all-encircling. This was by far the most
challenging of Diavolo’s pieces

David Foster
Wallace:
Scott Ruskamp
Guest Writer

Isaac Sachs / Rose Thorn

The set piece for “Trajectoire” rocked and swayed with the dancers’ movements, and saw regular use launching performers through the air
to watch, for many of the same
reasons a tone poem (or freeform
poetry) is harder to listen to than
Mozart, and as such, suffered
from the same drawbacks—some
people will get it and some won’t.
I did, but I had the same reaction
that I do to any modern artistic
composition: why not make it
sound/look/read good? I found
the stage direction, lighting, and
set incredibly inventive but was
moderately underwhelmed by
the choreography. I understood
the messages (breaking free,
love, hate, and back to love), but
was generally not very fond of
the dancers’ movements, which
essentially consisted of sliding
down their set pieces. I appreci-

ated the act, but of all of Diavolo’s
individual performances, it was
my least favorite.
The rest of Diavolo’s show featured more traditional dance
fare—these pieces had rhythm,
melody, consistent composition, and starkly contrasted with
the abstraction that was “Foreign Bodies.” The companyperformed “Humachina” was
fantastic—a superb balance of
unique content and innovative
choreography. Delivering a message about man’s dependence on
(and sometimes slavery to) technology, “Humachina” featured
some of the more dramatic acrobatics—including the creation of
a rolling Ferris wheel (which was

awesome).
But, by far, the most dramatic
aerial work was during the aptly named “Trajectoire,” which
launched dancers across the
stage, sometimes even directly
toward the audience. “Trajectoire” featured a large stage
piece, most accurately described
as a ship that rocked freely with
the motion of the dancers on it.
The dancers slid and jumped and
launched themselves from this
ship in an exciting, sometimes
funny, and ultimately foreboding
routine that served as an excellent capstone to a great show.
I am no stranger to the more
alternative forms of stage performance I’ve seen Cirque’s “La
Nouba,” and Blue Man Group,
among others. To tell the truth,
disregarding scale of performance, Diavolo performs to
the same level as those other,
more famous ensembles. Diavolo is a group that shows a lot
of innovation and a willingness
to push the boundaries of the
art while not forsaking dance’s
roots. Combining gymnastics,
acrobatics, dancing, and just a
hint of acting, the members of
Diavolo show that they own the
stage just as much as a larger,
fancier production.
Diavolo
makes a sport of capturing the
fantasy of its audiences; all you
need to bring is an open mind
and go along for the ride.
Ofﬁcial Thorn rating: 4 elephants

David Foster Wallace had to obsess over the essays that made it
into this collection

David Foster Wallace, aka
DFW, the best-selling, Macarthur Fellowship “genius granted” author of Inﬁnite Jest, has
just had his introductory essay
featured in The Best American
Essays 2007, published online
(look for it at houghtonmifﬂinbooks.com). In all its footnoted
glory, Wallace explains his role
as the editor (or “Decider” as he
calls it) in a magniﬁcent yet not
unexpected way that will problematize not just his own job
but also yours and mine and every American’s role as a citizen
in this country.
In “Decidering” for The Best
American Essays series, Wallace must chose approximately
twenty essays out of the hundred or so selected by the publisher. Presumably, he must
have some sort of criteria for
his selections, as does the publisher, hopefully. But Wallace
makes it clear that any rationale the publisher might give
on paper has been purposefully vague, and that pushing
any Decider (himself included)
hard enough on an issue would
end with either condescending arbitrariness (“Deciderize”
seems very similar to Stephen
Colbert’s “truthiness”) or a deluge of minor facts and points
that would bog down even a
supercomputer. But Wallace
explicates nonetheless.
This is Wallace at his most
interesting. Considering the
way he can construct such clear
premises and run with an argument to practically QED his
criteria for selection, it’s no surprise he studied mathematics
and philosophy at his alma mater. The way he can make the
reader aware of the enormous
complexities involved in such
processes while at the same
time anticipating unanswered
questions is truly amazing. This
mode his texts enact, which is
more like causerie than strict
essay, is something I’ve come
to admire and appreciate most
about Wallace’s nonﬁction and
is possibly why he is given so
much credit for breaking down
the fourth wall so to speak.
What is surprising about this
essay is that Wallace is explicitly political at times. He mentions enough that if you didn’t
already think America was in a
crisis, you might now. This allows Wallace to relate his own
Decidering to the inherent Decidering that individuals must
do to be informed citizens.
There’s no way for a person to
absorb all of the information
required to make intelligent
decisions on every issue and
still live a normal life, much less
sleep. What then should people
do? Default to some dogma?
This seems to be what Wallace
is most worried about in contemporary America, leading
him to his main criteria that the
best essays are ones that show
informed adulthood to be “not
just the intelligence to discern
one’s own error or stupidity,
but the humility to address it,
absorb it, and move on and out
from there, bravely, toward the
next revealed error.”
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David Bander’s

Know-Your-Internet
Best lolcats repository:
www.icanhascheezburger.com

Best Recipe Box: www.allrecipes.com
Yummy Cheese Ball

Directions:

Ingredients:
1 pound bacon
2 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese, softened
3 tablespoons mayonnaise
1 green onion, chopped
1 cup chopped pecans

In a large skillet fry the bacon. Remove the bacon
from the skillet and drain on paper towels. Chop or
break the cooled bacon into small pieces.
In a medium-size mixing bowl, combine cream
cheese, bacon, mayonnaise, and green onions. When
mixed well, form two balls out of the mixture. Cover
and refrigerate three to four hours, or overnight.
Before serving, roll the cheese balls in the
chopped pecans.

Best web comic: www.xkcd.com

Spending abstinence
Christine Price
Guest Writer
I used to buy tons of stuff. And,
because I’m so bad at throwing
things away, I still have tons of stuff.
True, most of it is useful, but do I
really need three boxes of different
sized Ziploc bags? How on earth
did I come to possess six mugs? I
may be able to justify some things
(My stash of over 11 types of teas,
for instance) simply because I
know I will use them and enjoy
them immensely. But in general, it
pays to simplify. Instead of spend-

ing $30 on ﬁve different objects
that will break easily or not be used
frequently, it may be much better
to spend that same money on one
or two objects that will last a long
time and be used frequently.
If this sounds like common
sense, it’s only because it is. However, how many of us have things
stuck in the back of drawers that
serve as testaments to our succumbing to blind spending?
And who doesn’t end up throwing things away at the end of the
year, simply because it isn’t worth
packing?

Dealing with homesickness
Christopher Smith
Rose-Hulman Staff
Counselor
College is a time of great change.
The challenge of moving to campus and living with a roommate or
by oneself in a new environment
can be both scary and exciting.
For many students college is the
ﬁrst time that they have been away
from home for an extended period
of time. Being in a new place and
away from the comforts of home
and missing family and friends
can be a part of that transition. Additionally, concerns about exams,
making new friends, and how to
navigate the challenges of college life can cause some people to
feel overwhelmed and experience
homesickness.
Homesickness
can make the transition to college
life even more difﬁcult. If you or
someone you know is experiencing homesickness, there are things
that can be done to help with those
feelings.
The most important thing to do
when feeling homesick is to remember that it is a very common
experience. You are not alone in
this experience and you deﬁnitely
do not need to face homesickness on your own. There are many
things that you can do to help alleviate feelings of homesickness.
The ﬁrst thing that can be done
when you experience homesickness is to let others know that you
are experiencing these feelings.

Discussing your feelings with resident advisors, sophomore advisors, or trusted faculty members
can provide you with someone
who can offer support as you go
through your time here at RoseHulman.
Another way to combat homesickness is to develop new friendships. New friends can help combat loneliness by providing ideas
for things that you can do on campus and in the community. This
can help you acclimate to the new
experience at college. Getting involved with campus organizations
is another way of developing new
relationships and learning about
the community.
Lastly, it is important to mange
your time appropriately and to focus on your studies. Getting behind
in school work can be detrimental
to your grades and can also make
you feel more overwhelmed about
being away from home. Attending
college requires students to take
responsibility for their learning
and poor time management can
limit your ability to enjoy the experience. When you fail to effectively
manage your time, you may feel
rushed to complete goals. Anxiety
and stress about grades will make
it harder to focus on the enjoying
down time.
This information is not intended
to diagnose, treat, or prevent any
disease or disorder. Nor is it intended to replace a consultation with a
mental health provider.

www.icanhascheezburger.com

www.xkcd.com

I know that previously I advocated getting stuff for free. I still
do, as long as it is useful. An army
Frisbee is awesome, but few people need to supplement their lanyard collection.
So, what is the best way to maximize enjoyment, longevity, and
usefulness of an object? Waiting.
Sure, sometimes impulse buys
are justiﬁed. But it’s amazing
how much money you can save if

you wait a day or two before buying something you decide you
“need”. During that time you can
read some reviews, think about
how useful it really is, see if your
friends have one you can borrow,
bum one off your parents, ﬁnd
better deals online, and so on. You
will be amazed how much money
you will save if you avoid impulse
buying, and actually put some
thought into your purchases. Not

only that, you will save space by,
say, not having two shoe boxes
ﬁlled with candles. Not that I’m
guilty of that or anything.
You don’t need to hold off on every purchase, of course. It helps,
but if you have known for a while
that you need some more hangers, feel free to go hog wild; just
hold off buying those objects that
you did not desire until you saw
them on the shelf.
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Walking away with the goods
JP Verkamp

And the
opinion
is...
Andrew Klusman
Opinions Editor
Last week Tim Olmsted gave
us an opinion about the Petraeus Report on the situation
in Iraq, arguing that we should
leave Iraq for political reasons.
This week was to be the week
where I argued the point that
we should stay in Iraq until they
have a stable government, less
sectarian violence, the ability to
enforce the laws of their country, and a stable economy.
It turns out, however, that
some great writers gave me
some great pieces to run this
week. Because of this, you’ll see
my article next week! Enjoy!

Yes, we have three
articles this week
AND last week.
But, do we have
YOURS?
e-mail: opinions@
rose-hulman.edu

Guest Writer
Under the Fourth Amendment,
people in the United States have
the right to be protected against
unreasonable searches and seizures. This includes the case of
Michael Righi who was illegally
detained and later arrested for
refusing to show his receipt as he
left a Circuit City in Pittsburgh.
As Righi was leaving the Circuit
City with items that he had purchased, he was stopped and asked
to show his receipt to a store employee standing by the door. Replying, “no thank you,” Righi
continued out to the parking lot.
As he walked through the doors,
the employee called his manager
to the front of the store and both
employee and manager followed
Righi out to his father’s car.
With the exception of stores
such as Costco or Sam’s Club
where a membership is required,
a store does not have the legal
right to detain you when leaving
their store without accusing you
of shoplifting. This primarily reﬂects the fact that once you have
paid for the goods you have purchased, they belong to you and
are no longer the property of the
store. Furthermore, if they accuse
you of shoplifting, the store must
be able to provide evidence for
their claim. If you refuse to show
your receipt and the store does
not accuse you of shoplifting, they
may not do more than refuse to
allow you to return to the store.
As Righi and his family attempted to leave, the employee
and manager stood around the

Environmentalism!

Joseph Ausserer

Guest Writer
As the residents of Percopo 2,
west wing, north side noticed
this week, Rose-Hulman has implemented a new policy to conserve energy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions: simply turn
off the power. Rose-Hulman,
however, is not the only group to
simply turn off power this week
(although I’m told the partial two
and a half day blackout was due
to repairs in the power system).
No, a family in New York City also
decided to do a yearlong experiment and live with no environmental impact. Of course, they
still breathe air and eat food, but
in the spirit of ecological adventure, they completely turned off
power in their apartment and restricted water to 7-8 gallons per
person per day. While I applaud
the spirit of conservation and
admit I do indeed have an environmental soft spot, living in a
cramped New York ﬂat with no
electricity could be mildly unpleasant. Succinctly said, New
York City is not the ideal place to
pretend you’re an outdoorsman.
They also decided to give up all
packaged products and to haul
food home from the market in,
get this, a laundry basket pulled
from the garbage. I hope they
used a gallon of water to wash
it ﬁrst. That, however, wasn’t
the biggest complaint. No, the
biggest complaint would be a
conspicuous lack of toilet paper. Somehow I wish BBC hadn’t
published that part.
The news this week also said
that the Northwest Passage fi-

nally opened this summer. I
suppose that means the Arctic ice melted more in recent
years and it is now possible
to sail boats north of Canada
from the Atlantic to the Pacific
Ocean. The good news is that
Russia and Canada are now
fighting over the Arctic Circle,
its resources, and its waterways.
Yippee! A defunct former superpower against the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (Hockey
Smoke Bullwinkle!).
Before this, the Arctic was
clearly a chunk of useless ice
that if melted could easily submerge New Orleans once and
for all (Take that Hurricane
Katrina). The bad news is that
more people than ever are making noise about global warming.
Ironically, global warming has
been occurring since the last
Ice Age, while unsustainable
population growth, large scale
environmental
destruction,
pollution, and consumerism
have not. So instead of global
warming, I have a new problem
to solve. Solve the environmental problems people are causing on the planet. Let warming
take care of itself. Honestly, one
good eruption of Yellowstone,
which incidentally is a 40 mile
wide volcano crater that has
erupted at least twice in the
last 1.2 million years, could do
a very efficient job of changing
the climate. And while I don’t
recommend becoming the outdoorsman of Rose-Hulman
(your roommate won’t appreciate the smell), it would be nice
if you’d recycle this copy of the
Thorn when you’re finished.

1000 Words

car in such
a way as
to prevent
them from
leaving. In
an attempt
to rectify the
situation,
Righi gave
the manager
three
options. The
manager
could either
accuse Righi
of shoplifting and call
the police,
back away
from
the
car and allow
Righi
to leave, or
refuse,
at
which point
Righi would
call the police to report the manager for refusing to let him leave.
The manager refused to back
down and Righi called the police. After a short wait an ofﬁcer
pulled up and asked for the story.
As Righi began to explain, the ofﬁcer asked why he did not just
show the receipt to the employee. Righi explained that he did
not have to do so; however, the
ofﬁcer disagreed. He then proceeded to ask for the receipt and
driver’s license. Righi responded
by turning over the receipt and
telling the ofﬁcer his name, refusing to turn over his license.

Erin Hudson

At this point, Righi was arrested and driven back to the station.
During the drive, he asked the ofﬁcer what he was being charged
with. “For failure to produce
[your] driver’s license,” to which
Righi responded with, “what if I
don’t have a license.” At no point
during the encounter was Righi
operating a vehicle for which a
license would be required.
When identifying yourself to an
ofﬁcer of the law, in most states
(including Indiana, under IC 3438-5-3) you are only required
to provide either your name,
address, and date of birth or a

driver’s license. This ‘or’ is the
key; however, unless you are operating a motor vehicle for which
a license is required, you are not
required to show your license.
Eventually, Righi was charged
with “Obstructing Ofﬁcial Business.” His father posted the $300
bail and Righi was allowed to return home. As of September 20,
2007, the charge against him has
been dropped. Up until then, he
was accepting donations to use
in defense of his case in court
which will now be turned towards
charges he hopes to bring against
Circuit City.

tended, the others I have watched
via various broadcast media, the
perusal of sport focused periodicals I have engaged in, all the information I have mildly retained
observing journalists and former
athletes describing upcoming
and already completed athletic
competitions: was all of this an
advantageous use of my time?
Why do we continue to be impressed by those achievements
of athletes? We stand staring in
awe at a wide receiver who can
delicately place two feet without touching a white line, we
purchase official team apparel
to demonstrate our loyalty, and
we banter the word “we” when
describing the exploits of our
favorite franchises. This naturally is another logical fallacy
because your support of a professional franchise is in a sea of
saturated support for the same
franchise. The only way to have
an honest effect on the outcome
of the game, as a spectator, is to
attach a self detonating device
to portion of your body.
In sports’s defense, it does
provide a means for group
of individuals to collude that
wouldn’t collude under any
other circumstances. We can all
participate in Blue Friday, exchange awkward head nods at
other fellows wearing clothing
that isn’t being used for purpose
it was developed, and exchange
stories about back in the day
with people . . .
I probably exchanged in
verbal communication with a
plethora of individuals about
the activities of similar attired

persons. In hindsight, all of
those conversations contained
fast amount brevity regarding
originality, wit, and substance.
These conversations are just
slightly more engaging then describing upcoming weather systems of the world.
Finally, would we be better
off as a society if there wasn’t a
mechanism for large segment
of the population to live vicariously through an elite group
of individuals?
What about
the preverbal hoops a person
must pass through in order to
become a member of said elite
groups. Naturally, these hoops
are in the form of the various
inferior organized (and unorganized) leagues that provide
foundations for future generations. Regrettably, nobody informs to these aspiring athletes
that “the hoops” fuse to form a
massive separatory funnel that
has been sealed; only a trickle
can get through. At least somebody should have the decency
to tell most kids they are in the
organic layer. However, a perk
of being in the organic layer is
that you have can retell all of
your glory days while in high
school. You can describe how
you tackled this guy in a vicious matter, about all the rules
you broke, about the time you
busted your knee and lost your
scholarship, but most importantly you can patronize anybody while watching the sport
that provided you with the peak
of your existence. I prefer to live
like Sisyphus, except without
that asinine boulder.

The raison d’être for favorite
number being 31

John Pinkus
Staff Writer
There hasn’t been a perfect
season in the NFL since the 1972
Miami Dolphins, Joe DiMaggio’s
hit streak of 55 consecutive
games hasn’t been duplicated,
Wilt Chamberlin’s record of 100
points in a single NBA game
hasn’t been matched, Lance
Armstrong won . . .
I can tell you that Indiana Pacers have been in the NBA since
1982, and that Reggie Miller is
currently 13th on the all-time
scoring list. If asked, I could list
the last 10 winners of the Vince
Lombardi Trophy (Colts, Steelers, Patriots, Patriots . . . Broncos). With great conviction, I can
describe the scene in 2004 when
“The Hammer of God” Mariano
Rivera was on the mound with a
one run lead with four outs left
to go until . . .
I have probably seen over 150
Colts games and at least 250 Pacers games, and there was a time
in high school when watching
“PTI” and “Around the Horn”
could be considered a de facto
personal pillar of Islam (yeah I
know it is non sequitur to have
personal pillars of Islam). I saw
the last game in Market Square
Arena and the ﬁrst in Conseco
Fieldhouse. I was watching Jim
Mora live during his infamous
playoffs post-game interview. I
can recall watching Bryon Scott,
Verne Fleming, Chuck Perkins . . .
but why does this matter? Would
my life lack meaning, without
these golden calves?
The sporting events I have at-
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Rose soccer
teams on a roll

Engineer Scoreboard
September 15
Rose-Hulman
at Defiance
September 16
Mt. St. Joseph
at Rose-Hulman
September 19
Millikin University
at Rose-Hulman

1
0

September 15
Rose-Hulman
at Defiance

0
1

September 16
Mt. St. Joseph
at Rose-Hulman

2
4

Volleyball
10-4 (0-0)

Men’s Soccer
6-3 (2-0)

Women’s Soccer
7-2 (2-0)

September 19
Millikin University
at Rose-Hulman

2
1

0
6

1
3

September 15
Rose-Hulman
at Illinois College

3
1

Rose-Hulman
at D’Youville College
September 15
Rose-Hulman
at Knox College

Women’s Cross Country
September 14
Indiana Intercollegiate Meet
West Lafayette, IN

3
2

Rose-Hulman
3
at North Park Univeristy 2
7th of 17 teams
September 19
Rose-Hulman
at DePauw

Men’s Cross Country
September 14
Indiana Intercollegiate Meet
West Lafayette, IN

3
0

3
0

Rose-Hulman
at SUNY-Oneonta

11th of 17 teams

0
3

Women’s Tennis
3-2 (3-1)
September 15
Bluffton
at Rose-Hulman

0
9

Defiance
at Rose-Hulman

0
9

Women’s Golf
September 15-16
Hanover Invitational
Seymour, IN

2nd of 7 teams

Football
2-1 (0-1)

Men’s Golf
September 15-16
Anderson Invitational
Anderson, IN

5th of 6 teams

September 15
Rose-Hulman
at Concordia

7

31
13

Stutay Monga

soccer team played an extremely
close game against St. Joseph,
winning in overtime, 1-0. The
As the sun shines, the grass fans were on the edges of their
blooms without fail, and so have seats with their teeth clenched
both the men’s and women’s soc- hoping for that goal. After scorcer teams. The men’s and wom- ing the goal, a sigh of relief was
en’s soccer teams were both vic- heard throughout the crowd. As
torious in their games this week.
he caught his breath, freshman
So far, it has
mechanical enbeen an incredgineering maible journey for
jor Mitch Buffboth
teams.
ington said, “It
Each team has
was an intense
a great bond
victory and one
together, and
of the best moit is definitements of my
ly
apparent
college career
throughout
yet.”
their
game
The men and
play. This past
women’s soccer
Saturday was
teams came out
quite an inwith fire again
tense
game;
beating
Milrival College of
likin University
Mt. St. Joseph
The
Rose-Hulman News (Illinois).
(Ohio)
pro- Matt Trowbridge recorded another hat women’s team
vided a daunt- trick in the men’s victory over Millikin. won by a score
ing opponent
of 4-2, and
for both the men’s and women’s Molly Richardson led Rose–Hulteams. However, the women’s man with two goals. The men
team had no trouble keeping St. also put up a great team effort,
Joseph at bay, winning 6-0. It was taking care of Millikin with a
an all around valiant team effort. score of 3-1. Both soccer teams
Freshman applied biology major are looking to keep up their vicJeanie Sozansky was content with torious efforts against Transylvathe victory saying that “It was nia this Saturday. Fans, rememgreat beating St. Joseph, it was yet ber to come out and support the
another step in towards winning teams. They love to hear everya championship.”
one cheering them on during
On the other hand, the men’s their intense games.
Guest Writer

Advertisement

Presented to you by Student

Government Association

SGA Senate Update
(from September 18, 2007)

Questions or Comments? Contact Mandy Ferrell CM 1624 (ferrelal@rose-hulman.edu)

YOUR CLUB AD HERE!

Want to advertise for your SGA-sponsored club?
for more information
Contact Mandy Ferrell CM 1624 (ferrelal@rose-hulman.edu)

Questions about the Student Government Association?
Contact any of the members of the SGA Executive Committee:
President:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Parliamentarian:
Club Relations Director:
Publicity Director:

Emily Albert
Adler Edward
Evan Breedlove
Levi Rupp
Ryan Morley
Marsha Krisenko
Mandy Ferrell

CM 1506
CM 1041
CM 987
CM 1294
CM 1226
CM 656
CM 1624

Keynote Speaker:
None
Executive Reports:
President Emily Albert—Please bring campus concerns to her
to address in weekly meetings
Vice President Adler Edward—Raise your hand if you have a
question on Robert’s Rules or how Senate is conducted
(especially new senators)
Secretary Evan Breedlove—Updating the web site, let him
know about name tags for misspellings
Treasurer Levi Rupp—Break down of ﬁnances, and PLEASE
join the Finance Committee
Executive Director Kenny Hurst—Diavolo Dogs tailgating
went well, please volunteer for events, get a FREE t-shirt for
helping!
Parliamentarian Ryan Morley—Join his committee!
Club Relations Director Marsha Krisenko—Welcome clubs!
Publicity Director Mandy Ferrell—The Voice is being
published on Senate meeting weeks, clubs can advertise and
have spotlights, please help out with publicizing for events,
bring ideas for free stuff or t-shirts to her
President Reports:
Senior Class Brian Green—Senior meeting
went well (1 attendee), constituents pleased
with Java City coffee cart
Junior Class Mandy Kronmiller—also pleased
with Java City coffee cart
District Reports: Leaks and repairs in various residence halls
Open Forum: Brian Green—Any interest in changing the
school mascot? Possibly to cardinals or ﬁrecats.
Old Business: None

8

The Rose Thorn

A Rose boy after three weeks...

Top Ten reasons to
buy a bonﬁre shirt

The
Modern
Pirate’s Song

Matt Melton
Staff Writer

James Zhou
Staff Writer

10. All proceeds go to the blowing up of the bonfire. That’s right, pyrotechnics. Line up in Mees 406 now…

Hi Mom!!!

I gots me a hearty crew,
Yearning to pillage at sea…
Seattle that is,
For a modern pirate I be!

9. You don’t wanna be the creepy guy reading the back of someone
else’s shirt next week...that’s just not cool…..
8. They are only $5. The econ majors can tell you how great of a deal
that is…if you can find one. (and there’s our econ major joke for the
quarter, which major is next?)

Ohhh
It’s great to be a pirate,
I get everything for free,
From movies and games,
To music DVD’s!

7. Everyone else is wearing them, so join us!...One of us…One of us…
6. Even the naked lady on the fish wants one…she just keeps trying to
pay in fish, we don’t know what to do…Anyone like fish?

I be a modern pirate,
No jolly roger for me
Just a keyboard and a mouse,
And a whole lot of coffee!
Isohunt is where I roam,
Torrents as far as I can see,
Decompiled porno files,
And riches you wouldn’t believe!

5. Thanks to its state-of-the-art ergonomically vertical design, your
suspenders will fit perfectly!
4. It’s a new shirt for cheap! Put laundry off for another day! Two if
you’re good!
3. If we buy enough, we can order more since the (censored) moron
who bought the (expletive deleted) shirts bought too many (Bleep)ing
larges and not enough smalls. Then, we’ll fire that (expletive) monkey
(Illegal use of the word “candy”)

DMCA, copyright law,
My mailbox’s filled with cease
and d’s
I just crack all night and day,
Lawyers? Oh peh-lease!
Sure, people try to stop me
But I do not worry,
For I be an intelligent pirate,
And always cover my IP!

2. Mees girls sell them door to door. Girls. Coming into a guy’s room.
Buying the shirt should keep them there at least 30 more seconds.

Molly Gillam - Senior Staff Calculator Correspondent

Wacky prof quotes
anybody comfortable
with touching their own
feces?” - Dr. Clark, who
(thank God) doesn’t teach
a lab

“This is how I prep for class”
- Dr. Lugenbiehl with children’s books
“If it’s a spaceship or something where you don’t
care if people die because
they work for the government…” - Dr. Ferro, on
factors of safety
“You can use your right hand
for everything” - Dr. Mellor
“There’s some really good
looking guys at Rose” - Dr.
Lugenbiehl. And yes, he
means you.
“You don’t want your pumps
to suck” - Dr. Artigue
on why DePauw-made
pumps aren’t so good
“That’s what we need a class
in here: committing the
perfect crime” - Dr. Stienstra
“That’s right, I’m a doctor. I
can write prescriptions”
- Dr. Chambers
“This is where Columbus
falls off the earth, and this
is where the fire god lives.”
- Dr. Mellor, who buys Dr.
Chamber’s “prescriptions”
“I may be weird but I’m not
alone.” - Dr. Clifton. And
yes, he means you.
“Two hands make the job go
faster” - Dr. Broughton

1780:

Benedict
Arnold commits high treason by telling
George Washington that his
wig, frilly shirt, cumberbund,
and pantaloon combination
looks “totally gay”.

Money saved by Rose-Hulman
because World of Warcraft exists
Matt Melton - Staff Excel Journalist

“Is

This day...

1. They have a top ten list on the back! (Shameless plug. We know it.
We have no shame. Ever seen Top Ten Reasons Rose Girls are Better
Than Other Girls? Exactly.)

...in history
In addition...
Toilets without water!?!?
What’s next, chill rides without d’s? Wednesdays without
waffle fries? Racquet ball
without... the ball? Maple
without Maplebarf? RoseHulman without hotties? I
don’t like where this is going... I spend one year away
and everything goes to h-edouble hockey sticks.

Meles’
scathing
reproach of
the week

Can’t handle life after
the loss of your hands?
Grab a pair of these
handy devices and do the
things you love again!

That new album you like so
much?
It’s blasting down my T3,
But hey, I’ll be glad to share,
‘Cause it’s the pirates’ way to
be!
Sometimes I miss my old life
Sailing on the high seas,
But I make much better profit,
Counterfeiting CD’s!
Ohhh
Its great to be a pirate,
I get everything for free,
From movies and games,
To music DVD’s!

BUY
Dan the Man’s

Bionic Hands
Thumb Wrestling!
Rock-paper-scissors!

High-fives!
Fist-bumps!
Video Games!

Alex Clerc
Editor-in-Cheef
All right Rose-Hulman, you’re
pissing me off. I thought we were
in this together. I write a funny
question, you send me funny answers, I print them in the paper.
Bump, set, spike. But I guess you
had better things to do this week.
That’s why I, Aaron Meles, hereby declare that I [farting] [fart]
Rose-Hulman and everybody
who goes to this skull-[farting]
school. You all can go [fart] a pig.
And if you’re a girl and have a hot
dog bun, you can go get [farted]
by a pig, a big turgid [tofu]-covered pig with a corkscrew-shaped
hot dog.

Eating!
Double Fisting!

Billiards!
Pocket Pool!

Live your life!

Fisting!
Regain normal function with
Dan the Man’s Bionic Hands!!!*

*“Dan the Man’s Bionic Hands” is a trademark of the Dan
the Man Corporation and they are so not just plastic cups.

All unattributed material written by Alex Clerc. Photos by Andrew Carlson, Staff Photo-guru. The bionic hand model was Blake “the Snake” Marshall. The semi-annual homecoming hitler nomination has been indefinitely postponed due to lack of appropriate mustaches.
Do not attempt to assemble a replica of Dan the Man’s Bionic Hands without professional supervision - you’ll probably poke your eye out. Sure, the new men’s urinals are waterless, but they have a terrible coefficient of splashback. See? There’s always a trade-off.

